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FIVE WARM SPRINGS “LIVING TREASURES” HONORED AT TREATY CONFERENCE

(WARM SPRINGS, Ore., Oct. 29, 2018) – Five Warm Springs tribal citizens whose knowledge and 
commitment to perpetuating the culture are at the core of The Museum at Warm Springs’ mission and 
its legacy for future generations have been honored as Living Treasures. The honoring ceremony took 
place at The Museum on Saturday, October 27, the last day of the three-day Treaty Conference. The 
Conference focused on the 1855 Treaty and the establishment of The Museum in 1993 as important 
actions of inherent sovereignty.

The Museum at Warm Springs Board of Directors designated a special committee to nominate and 
select by consensus the five Living Treasures. Each recipient received a monetary award and will 
present a public program at the Museum during the coming year.

“Many aspects of Warm Springs cultures are most effectively taught and passed down by working 
directly with those special tribal members, who are considered the living memory of The Confederated 
Tribes of Warm Springs,” said Museum Executive Director Carol Leone. “Language, dance, canoe 
culture, storytelling, basket weaving, regalia making, fishing, food gathering and ceremonies 
encompass some of the activities that continue to be passed down and perpetuated through their 
teaching.”

The Living Treasures

Redine Billy
An accomplished artist, Redine Billy graduated from the Institute of American Indian Arts in Santa Fe, 
New Mexico. She was chosen as a Living Treasure because of her beautiful beadwork and her 
knowledge of making regalia. She has made dresses and beadwork for many of her grandchildren, 
nieces, nephews and others who have wanted to participate in social dancing or powwow dancing. 
Billy’s jingle dresses are sought after by many in the Northwest.

Geraldine Jim
Geraldine Jim is a former member of the Accessions Committee at The Museum at Warm Springs. As a
member of the Committee she helped select cultural treasures, artifacts and tribal member heirlooms 
for The Museum’s permanent collection. She helped build The Museum’s collection of exquisite items. 
Jim was selected because she is a Master Artist in her beadworking and craftsmanship. She also is 
valued as an elder with her traditional knowledge and stories.

Foster Kalama “Ku-Na”
Foster Kalama was chosen as a Living Treasure because of his artistry and musicianship. He is a 
graphic artist who produces beautiful artwork. He also is an accomplished flautist and is sought after to 
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play his flute at many functions. Kalama has taught many students to play the flute, he’s given talks at 
schools, and has traveled to Germany. Kalama also is knowledgeable in traditional ways and has been a
fisherman and hunter throughout his life.

Arlita Rhoan
Arlita Rhoan was chosen as a Living Treasure because of her selfless teaching of the Ichishkiin 
language. For many years she has given her time and knowledge; she has always been patient with her 
students and helped many of them attain a level of fluence in the language. Rhoan is knowledgeable in 
legends and the traditional teachings of the Warm Springs people. She also enjoys powwow dancing, 
picking huckleberries and digging roots.

Maxine Switzler
Maxine Switzler is a former member of the Accessessions Committee at The Museum at Warm 
Springs. As a member of the Accessions Committee she helped select cultural treasures, artifacts and 
tribal member heirlooms for The Museum’s permanent collection. She helped build The Museum’s 
collection of exquisite items. Switzler was selected because she is a Master Artist in her beadworking 
and craftsmanship. She also is valued as an elder with her traditional knowledge and stories.

About The Museum at Warm Springs and the 25th Anniversary
On March 14, 1993, The Museum at Warm Springs opened its doors as a living repository and center to
perpetuate the culture and heritage of The Confederated Tribes of Warm Springs. Its mission is to 
preserve, advance and share knowledge of the cultural, traditional and artistic heritage of The 
Confederated Tribes of Warm Springs. This year, The Museum is celebrating 25 years as a community 
treasure and key cultural resource. To mark this milestone, The Museum is presenting a year-long 
program of special events and activities, which are being integrated into its regular offerings. Regular 
Museum hours are Tuesday through Saturday, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

# # #

Note to Editors Only: Photograph of the Living Treasures is available at https://drive.google.com/file/
d/1XduiH8FSUJ95hvwZb7pS3GECNizN7-YD/view?usp=sharing.
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